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Conhecimento e Poder no Comitê da Bacia Hidrográfica do Rio São Francisco

Resumo
Palavras-chave:
Gestão de recursos hídri-cos, transposição, rio São Francisco.
Conocimiento y Poder en la Comité de la Cuenca Del Rio San Francisco
Resumen
Este artículo tiene como objetivo examinar las actas de las sesiones plenárias del Comité de cuenca del río São Likewise, the study of these documents reveals that the debate on the use of water is established as an important focus that marks modern societies, characterized by technological, scientific, economic, cultural and political development and consequently by harmful impact of humans beings on the natural environment. According to Giddens (2005 Giddens ( , 2010 the public interest in the environment and its natural resources led democratic societies to the formation of social movements, political parties, non-governmental organizations and management committees in order to carry out actions to protect the environment of the planet earth.
The river basin committees in Brazil were created from the early 1990s by federal and state governance, in the context of the new political and institutional organization of water management, are represented as deliberative arenas, have formalized power, been participating public members, private sector and civil society (ROSS and DEL PRETTE, 1998; MAGRINI and SANTOS, 2001; ABERS and KECK, 2004; ABERS and JORGE, 2008; PORTO et al., 2008) .
The São Francisco River is the largest river of Brazil, which has its source and flows into national land, with 639.219km 2 , covering a population of 13 million inhabitants, is considered strategic for the development of Brazil since their "waters are used for multiple purposes, especially for electricity generation" (MANETA et al., 2009 (MANETA et al., , p. 1199 . Since its foundation the CBHSF has been a space in which there is involvement of civil society, the State and its users deliberating on problems affecting the river and the population that makes use of its waters. During this period, various subjects were put on recorded and presented as guideline such as transposition and revitalization of the river, the drought affecting the population, the generation of electricity, water flow, dams and consequences caused society due to the use of modern techniques without particular care with the waters and communities, especially the riverside.
Therefore, this article is a discussion of key issues officially recording of minutes for plenary meetings that were made available for public consultation through the website of CBHSF
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. Whereas the study of water resources management is presented on an urgent basis for understanding how contemporary society deals with problems involving the use of water and environmental issues, it can be said that the analysis of the minutes of the Basin Committee of São Francisco River, among other issues, furthers our understanding of perceptions of power relations and member participation in the deliberations of main issues of the meeting agendas that were officially registered. Therefore, this study contributes to the understanding of how the representation of different sectors of society were recorded in the committee meetings, in addition, it is possible to apprehend the way in which it established the structure of the meetings, their struggles, conflicts and political dissent that governed decisions taken in relation to the management of important natural resource.
The São Francisco river basin: spatial dimensions and paths methodological
The São Francisco River Basin is of fundamental importance to Brazil, which has contributed to the economic development of the area drained by the river. To construct this article 14 minutes referring to the plenary meetings were researched and analyzed -common Appraisal of the records is embodied in the method of document analysis, and theoretically based on authors like (LeGoff , 1995) and (Foucault, 2009 A broad process of social mobilization in the region of São Francisco preceded the publication of the creation decree of the CBHSF, which was coordinated by IMAN with technical support of the ANA and the governing bodies of the states with territory in the basin. This process aimed to involve the public power in its three spheres of action, the main users of water and organized civil entities, accounting in all about 6,000 people (MASCARENHAS, 2009, p. 43) .
The general structure of CBHSF can be seen in Figure   2 , with the Plenary as the highest entities, which me- (ROSS and DEL PRETTE, 1998; MAGRINI and SANTOS, 2001; ABERS and KECK, 2004; ABERS and JORGE, 2008; PORTO et al. , 2008) , the government acted as a centralizing force, by means of its regulatory agency, a fact that was also discussed by VEIGA and MAGRINI (2013) .
It seems that a new cycle is started for the São Francisco
River, but did the Committee really get the power to decide on the future of the river that is so important for Brazil?
São Francisco: the consolidation of the debates in the collegiate
After the induction of the Committee members, the discussions on the waters of this river effectively began.
From that moment on, the Federal Government established the initial point for the decisions. There were 14 ordinary and extraordinary meetings, excluding the induction meeting. Table 2 indicates the date and the place where the meetings occurred: Since then various matters were in tariffs of the mee- Other issues such as the structure presentation and the approving of the Plano Decenal da Bacia, preservation of the water at the river well and mouth, outflow and highlighting the importance of the representativeness of Committee members, as it dealt with the management of a large watershed they were present during the Minute debates, but the preoccupation with the transposition intensely emerged on the records, as we mention on the following part from the document entitled Carta de Penedo:
The CBHSF claims that no initiative for the use of the water resources of the São Francisco Watershed for transposition is to be adopted before the approval of the Water Resources Management Plan and that all the projects related to the transposition must be sent to the CBHSF for appreciation and presentation of its decision. (MINUTE of the CBHSF, October 1st to 4th, 2003, pg.5).
The situation of the river was also emphasized which initiated the debate about the transposition:
During the last 502 years, the São Francisco River has donated life, generated wealth, and generously benefited the country. However, we sadly watch its agony, deadly hurt by decades of neglect, the Velho Chico is tired, its donation has reached its limit of its potential, Brasil is in debt with the São Francisco River, and particularly, with the Lower São Francisco (Plenary Participant, MINUTE, CBHSF meeting opening ceremony, October 1st, 2003, pf. 10).
Today we are back discussing the transposition problem, we know we cannot deny wa- On the other hand, the government representative points out to the lack of knowledge concerning the transposition project: The minutes showed the importance that the Committee has on the management of waters from the São Francisco River. Moreover, it exposes the participation and interest of groups that represent civil entities, the public power and users. The Committee is a representative place, an arena, on which the debates oscillate between technical and political issues, where different groups may win or lose the struggle and consequently the deliberations during the meetings:
The management of the water must be understood not only as a "technical" issue, but also political, as the solution to most conflicts on how the water should be used involve making decisions about priorities, on which groups may win or lose. Although recognizing the conflicts on how to use the water is inevitable in a context in which clean and abundant water becomes more and more scarce in many areas of Brazil, the "politics" tend to be seen with suspicion concerning what is technical, associated with a game of interests that tend to wear out the technical coherence of the decisions (ABERS, 2010, pg. 15) Another study published by Abers et al. (2010) on inclusion, deliberation and control in the Committees and Consortia of river basins in the space collegiate demonstrates that there are two conditions that are a priority for that occurs the deliberations, "the inequality of power may not undermine the process of debate, and each one of the members must agree that the discussion or debate about the best alternatives should be the basis for decision-making" (ABERS et al, 2010, p.228) . however, the authors came to the conclusion that there is a widely perceived on the existence of inequalities in organisms that affect the democratic decisions. The lack of technical knowledge has emerged in the research as one of the main problems that hinder the democratic process, then the inequalities of political and economic power. It stressed that the competence of the CBHSF and its role in the management of water resources in the basin have been put to the test; It recalled that soon after the meeting in Salvador, they were surprised by the confirmation that the CNRH would deliberate on the project of Transposition of San Francisco. It said that the CNRH approved the project of transposition contradicting the Plan, and that the Council not even considered the existence of the extremely severe fact, which put in risk the Plan and the National System of Water Resources Management itself -SINGERH; It said that the Committee, while contradicted by its own Ministry of Environment-MMA and CNRH, had its role weakened compared to the other decisions that would have to be taken in relation to the basin of the San Francisco River. ( One of the representatives of the new directors in the region of low São Francisco, was even emphatic and critical with regard to the role, function and place occupied by the Committee in decisions regarding the waters of the river:
He said that there was a lacked of courage from the Committee, who preferred to be subservient to the minister who has sought to impose at all cost the project to of São Francisco Basin, not taking into consideration its future or the threat of disruption of the pact between the States. He said that they will continue in the fight to prevent the project from moving on; he said that it was a great historical error that was being committed, which put at risk the entire national system (MINUTES from CBHSF meeting, June 17th 2005, p . 3).
On the other hand, the representatives of the high San In all the minutes analyzed it was possible to observe that the debates and deliberations were formed through relationships of strength, especially made between representatives of the government and other members.
However, as Foucault (2009) 
